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In This Issue: 
From the Editor 
The range and complexity of any specific human 
activity is always awesome to behold. My mother first 
taught me the trick of seeing into phenomena, with 
reference to a train-trip we were taking, which involved 
a multitude of intricate human efforts: mining coal, 
making steel, constructing a railway, supplying the 
routes, arranging the schedules, and on up to the pre-
sumably clean and silent boardrooms of the corporations. 
I was thus, as an industrial-romantic child, an eager 
viewer of such ancient classroom films as "How We Get 
Our Milk" or "The Wonder of Macaroni," and I can still 
make myself dizzy contemplating the various strata of 
American activities and institutions. 
Education as a field is not only no exception, it 
is perhaps the largest and most layered of all American 
enterprises, reaching further into the past and into the 
future than any commercial commodity. Reflecting on 
education, one can get the same dizzying experience, 
ranging from the most general of generalizations issuing 
from the politically corporate boardroom of education to 
the most specific: the individual teacher talking and 
listening to the single child. 
Or, before that, the teacher-preparation of the 
professional. Or, even before that, the future teacher's 
childhood education, occurring in a cultural and politi-
cal context whose broad generalizations--and so on. The 
web begins again. 
And here my initial metaphor, based on the industrial 
product of a train, shows itself inapplicable. There was 
a time when the ore was not mined; there will be a time 
when the locomotive is a rusting hulk. But in our 
involvement with children--and their pasts, presents, and 
futures--we are involved in a complex flow of influence 
and power, of interaction with other complex humans, that 
can never be begun anew or terminated but only understood 
within that flow itself. 
The articles in this issue of Teaching & Learning 
touch this flow of education at various points, from a 
definition of one of our most important words, "liter-
acy," to the intricacies of classroom interaction, and 
up again to a historic view of recent American education. 
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JAMES PAUL GEE (Chair, Department of Developmental 
Studies, School of Education, Boston University) has 
agreed to allow the printing of "What is Literacy?" orig-
inally prepared for the Mailman Foundation Conference on 
Families and Literacy at the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education this last year. In some contexts mere catch-
words, the terms of discourse, acquisition, and learning 
here take on stronger meanings, and Gee develops practical 
suggestions to help both mainstream and non-mainstream 
children. 
ELLEN SCHWARTZ (Putney Central School, Putney, VT) 
contributes "An Over-Repeating Story," a firsthand 
account of a naturally integrated experience, a year of 
science, math, art, and language which developed from the 
interests of the children themselves. Ellen's "story" 
was referred to and quoted in Patricia Carini's On Value 
in Education, a recent occasional paper from New York's 
City College Workshop Center, and we present it here in 
its entirety. 
MARY ANN GRAY (Education Department, Millersville 
University, Millersville, PA), in "Diamond in the Rough: 
The Phenomenon of the Outstanding Preservice Teacher," 
discusses her study, interviews, and observations of two 
excellent student-teachers, presenting four important 
themes which emerged. 
GEORGE M.A. STANIC (University of Georgia), in his 
essay "On Having Faith in Teachers," describes and re-
flects on the performance of another exceptional student-
teacher. The ability to reflect on one's work which he 
discovered is an ability which extends outward to support 
the right and power of teachers to control their work and 
it can, indeed, give us faith in our own work and in 
teachers. 
And lastly, DR. ALICE CASEY (formerly with the Bos-
ton School Department and a consultant to the Boston 
Museum of Science) reviews Ira Shor's Culture Wars: 
School and Society in the Conservative Restoration, 
1969-1984. A claim to neither victory nor defeat, Cul-
ture Wars documents the rise of career education, t~ 
back-to-basics movement, and the excellence movement as 
three manifestations of the title. Casey's succinct and 
intriguing review will surely lure many T&L readers to 
Shor's latest work. 
The poetry in this issue comes from CAROLYN MAMCHUR 
(Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, British Columbia) and 
PATRICIA RIGG (Language and Literacy Consultant, Tucson, 
AZ) and I'm grateful for their contributions. 
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